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The senior years at Northern Bay College represent a time of exciting growth,
increasing independence, and preparation for life beyond school. In this booklet,
whether your child is beginning their senior school journey by selecting their Year 10
Program or if they’re making their decisions on their Year 11 pathway - you’ll find all
the information needed to help you and your child make the best decisions to guide
them through this process!

Students at Year 10 begin this journey by continuing to complete their CORE
subjects including English, Maths, Science, and Humanities, while also continuing to
choose electives that run for an increased five sessions a week. This reflects the
nature of senior school, where students who select VCE spend just as much time in
subjects linked to fields like Art, Technology, and HAPE as they do English and
Maths. Similarly, students in VM spend just as much time completing VET subjects
as they do Literacy and Numeracy. 

This leads to students in Year 10 needing to make a big decision - what are my
next steps? Students completing Year 10 in the first half of the year are introduced
to what VCE and VCE VM are, the key subjects they can do, and the requirements
each pathway has via the use of Year 10 Mentor classes and our VCE and VCE VM
Taster Days. 

The following pages contain an overview of what the Year 10, VCE, and VM
program are all about - including overviews, requirements, and subjects offered.
Please read through this booklet and ensure you have an understanding of what a
Year 10 to 12 program looks like for your child - and if you have any questions please
reach out to any of the Learning Community Leaders (LCL) in Year 10, VCE, or VM. 

Regards,
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Senior Years at
Northern Bay College

Scott Alldis (Year 10 LCL)      Abbey Speed (VCE VM LCL)      Jessie Melnik (VCE LCL)



Year 10 Mission
Statement
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Our Year 10 program is founded on the belief that it needs to give students the
knowledge, skills, and capabilities they will need to thrive in senior school and the
years beyond and allow them to understand what the next steps of their lives will
look like. 

We focus on three core concepts: cultivating a culture that celebrates learning and
growth, developing student agency to empower informed, beneficial decisions, and
fostering deep learning opportunities.

Our approach centres on the "6Cs": enhancing creativity, critical thinking,
collaboration, citizenship, communication, and character skills for their personal and
academic development.

In Year 10, we also focus on exposing students to potential careers & pathways
options to allow them to make informed decisions on their schooling beyond Year
10, including through work experience.



Year 10 Senior
Enrichment Program
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POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE
VCE English, VCE English Language, VCE Literature, English as an Additional
Language

VCE VM VCE VM Literacy.

University/TAFE
Bachelor of English (offered by most universities), Bachelor of Journalism,
Bachelor of Literature

Possible Careers
 Journalism, Writing, Teaching, Law, Business, and English also helps you with skills
in most professional careers! 

English
Year 10

TEEL paragraph essays

Structured questions

Class discussions

Personal Reflections

Oral presentations

Graphic organiser

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

The study of English is central to the learning and development of all young Australians. It helps create confident

communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed citizens. It is through the study of English that individuals learn to

analyse, understand, communicate and build relationships with others and with the world around them. 

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Studying English will develop your communication skills to ensure that

you are competent in your chosen career. It will broaden your horizons

both creatively and logically enabling a structured approach to

planning, drafting and delivering communication verbally, in written

form and through the appropriate technology. Year 10 English will

assist you in preparation for VCE/VM and potential VET subjects.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE VCE EAL Units 1-4

VCE VM VCE VM and VPC Literacy.

University/TAFE Any university course, Vic Certificate 2, 3 and 4 in EAL

Possible Careers Any career - EAL English helps you build your base of skills to be successful!

EAL
Year 10

Group discussions

Graphic organisers

Oral presentations

Audio comprehension

Annotating exts

Analytical text-response essays

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

The study of English as an Additional Language (EAL) is important for all students who have recently come to

Australia and or come from Culturally and Linguistically Diverse backgrounds. It focuses on Speaking and Listening,

Reading and Viewing, and Writing. All students in the EAL class are given tasks that they can successfully complete.

It is important for the EAL students to learn all the necessary skills of English for all other subject areas. 

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
The EAL program is carefully prepared and differentiated to make sure

that every student can achieve success in class. The tasks vary

according to what English learning needs each student brings to class.

Each Unit is prepared to make sure that no matter what pathway you

choose for Y11 and 12, your English skills are expanded and deepened.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE
VCE Mathematical Methods, VCE General Mathematics, VCE Foundation
Mathematics

VCE VM Numeracy

University/TAFE
Almost all University and TAFE Courses contain/require some level of Numeracy
depending on the complex of the course.

Possible Careers
 All Careers utilise and involve numeracy to some extent in their day to day
operations.

Mathematics
Year 10

Problem solving skills

Analysis skills

Quizzes

Investigations

Technology-based activities

Assessments

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

Year 10 General Mathematics looks to extend each student's use of mathematical models to a wide range of familiar

and unfamiliar contexts, with the assistance of technology. With content such as exploring the use of Measurement,

Geometry, Number, Algebra, Statistics and Data. Mathematics asks students to explore mathematics as a tool for

engaging with mathematics and numeracy and provides them with the tools and knowledge for the future.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
This subject allows students to further develop their Mathematical

ability and help them make an informed choice as to which option best

suits their ability, interest and pathway in Year 11. The focus is on trying

to make sense of the world around us through problem solving in order

to find valid and detailed solutions. 



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE
VCE Mathematical Methods, VCE General Mathematics, VCE Foundation
Mathematics

VCE VM VM Numeracy

University/TAFE
Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Engineering, Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of
Computer Science

Possible Careers
Engineering, Medicine, Pharmacy, Statistician, Computer Science, Veterinary
Science, Aeronautics.

Accelerated Maths
Year 10

Problem solving skills

Analysis skills

Open-ended Activities

Investigations

Technology-based activities

Assessments

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

Year 10 Accelerated Mathematics looks at advanced Mathematical concepts that will lead to either Math Methods

or Specialist Math in VCE. Students cover the required Victorian Curriculum but also investigate more advanced

areas to enable students to develop their abilities in readiness for higher VCE Mathematics subjects. This is done

both with and without the use of Technology. The topics include Linear Algebra, Measurement, Quadratic

Functions, Further Number and Statistics.  

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
In short, it allows those who like or are good at Mathematics the

chance to work with like minded students to explore more advanced

concepts in readiness for the more complex VCE Mathematical

options. It also models the process of solving real world problems with

Mathematical skills and techniques in order to find valid and detailed

solutions.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE VCE Biology, VCE Chemistry, VCE Psychology, VCE Physics

VCE VM VET Lab Skills Years 1 and 2, VET Horticulture

University/TAFE Bachelor of Science, Cert II & III in Lab Skills, Cert II & III in Horticulture

Possible Careers
Scientist (examples of employers in Australia - CSIRO, BoM, Department of
Industry Science & Resources), Psychologist, University Researcher, Vet Science,
Engineering, Teaching, and many more!

Science
Year 10

Experiments

Research activities

Report writing

Structured questions

Data collection and analysis

Visual organisers

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

In Year 10 Science, students have the opportunity to explore one term of Chemistry, Biology, Physics and

Psychology. These are the four subjects we offer at VCE and students completing Science will visit topics to prepare

them for these subjects. The curriculum also links in relevant concepts to them as young adults - such as looking at

forces and motion through the lens of road safety and looking at the brain and nervous system to understand how to

keep ourselves calm and regulated. Students also complete experiments to be able to learn how to “think like a

scientist” - and visit how to collect, analyse, and represent data and how to set up experiments that are valid and

reliable. 

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Being able to “think scientifically” - being able to plan, collect data, and

analyse like a scientist, being able to understand how science can be

linked back to real world applications, preparation for VCE and

potential VET subjects.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE VCE Business Management, VCE Legal Studies, VCE Psychology

VCE VM VET Community Services, VET Allied Health assistance

University/TAFE
Bachelor of Arts/Business/Law/Tourism Management, Bachelor of Political
Science/History and many more. TAFE courses in criminology, social sciences,
languages, social work and many more.

Possible Careers
Journalist, Lawyer, Social Worker, Politician, Psychologist, Teacher, Historian,
Museum Curator, Public Servant, Lecturer, Advisor, Diplomat, Advocate

Humanities
Year 10

Research projects

Real life simulations

Image and video analysis

Structured questions

Creating and interpreting data

Developing business plans

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

In Year 10 Humanities, students explore one term each of History, Civics and Citizenship, Geography and Business

and Economics. The subject provides a framework for examining the complex processes that have shaped the

modern world and how people respond to global challenges. Students investigate the systems that shape society,

with a focus on legal and economic systems, and learn about Australia’s role in global affairs. They are encouraged

to appreciate democratic principles, act as informed citizens and understand the shared experiences of humanity

across time and cultures.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Humanities equips students with critical thinking, communication and

problem solving skills. It helps to foster a deeper understanding of

human culture, history and society, and of their rights and

responsibilities in the world.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE Unit 1-4 Health and Human Development, Unit 1-4 PE, Unit 1-4 Food Studies

VCE VM VET Sport and Recreation, VET Allied Health

University/TAFE

, Bachelor of Physical Education / Sport and Exercise Science, Bachelor of Health
Sciences, Bachelor of Physiotherapy, Bachelor of Occupational Therapy,
Certificate or Diploma in Fitness or Personal Training (TAFE), Diploma or Advanced
Diploma in Sport Development or Sport Coaching (TAFE)

Possible Careers
 Physical Education or health teacher, Sports coach or development officer,
Physiotherapist, Occupational therapist, Dietitian or nutritionist, Personal trainer
or fitness instructor, Nurse or paramedic, Exercise physiologist

HAPE
Year 10

Upskilling in sports

Comparing diets and healthy eating

Promote healthy living

Learn new sport games

Team games

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

If you love being active, working as part of a team, and learning how to improve your health and wellbeing, this

subject is for you! In Year 10 Health and Physical Education, you’ll explore a wide range of practical sports and

activities like basketball, football, netball, badminton, and more. You’ll develop your skills, learn game strategies, and

build your fitness. In health, you’ll learn about nutrition, the benefits of physical activity, dimensions of health and

wellbeing, and ways to promote a healthy lifestyle. You’ll also learn how to reflect on your own performance, set

personal goals, and understand how to support the health and wellbeing of yourself and others.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Physical activity and a keen understanding of the various dimensions

of health doesn’t just set up students to be successful in VCE and

VCE VM units - it also sets up students to enter the adult world with

the knowledge and skills needed to be able to live long and healthy

lives. 



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE Year 11 and 12 PE, VET Sport and Recreation Certificate III

VCE VM VET Sport and Recreation Certificate II and III

University/TAFE Science, Sport Science, Personal Training, Teaching and Education, Physiotherapy

Possible Careers Teacher, Personal Trainer, Sports Scientist, Physiotherapist

SEED
Year 10

Weekly specialist coaching sessions

Regular fitness training

Practical skill development

Interschool sports

5 units of VET Sport and Rec

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

In Year 10 Sport Empowerment Education Development (SEED), students continue to develop skills in their specialist

sport, and make practical, real world connections with potential career pathways in sport, fitness and science.

Throughout the year, students participate in weekly specialist coaching sessions for their sport, undertake regular

ongoing fitness testing, and complete the first 5 Units of Competency a VET Sport and Recreation Certificate III. The

sports in the SEED program include Basketball, AFL, Soccer, Volleyball, Badminton, Cricket and Netball. 10 SEED

encourages students to be confident, capable individuals with strong sportsmanship and social responsibility. 

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
By completing SEED, you’ll develop your skills in a chosen sport while

improving your overall fitness through regular training and coaching.  

The program also builds leadership, teamwork, and communication

skills, helping you grow as a confident and responsible individual. SEED

connects your passion for sport with real-world career opportunities.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE Unit 1-4 Outdoor and Environmental Studies

VCE VM Cert III Sport and Recreation.

University/TAFE
Cert III or IV in Outdoor Recreation. Bachelors in Outdoor and Environmental
Education. Bachelors In Environmental Management.

Possible Careers
Education, Park Ranger, Victorian Fisheries Authority, Outdoor/Eco tourism ,
Recreational activity centre 

Outdoor and Environmental
Education
Year 10

Written reports

Research projects

Fieldwork

Environmental analysis

Sustainability evaulation 

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

Year 10 Outdoor and Environmental Education explores the origins and technological developments of equipment

used to participate in a range of outdoor recreational activities. Students compare traditional and modern

equipment and analyse them based on performance and purpose of use in specific environmental conditions.

Students investigate the natural environments they explore such as forests, mountains, rivers and coasts and

evaluate the benefits and impacts of participating in them. Students develop key knowledge and skills to participate

safely in natural environments, this subject includes both classroom learning and hands-on outdoor experiences like

hiking, camping and fishing. 

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
This subject builds student capacity to participate in outdoor recreational

activities safely and confidently while building awareness for

sustainability, personal connections to nature. Students build skills such

as resilience, organisation, teamwork and leadership. This subject is ideal

for students interested in the outdoors, environmental science, health or

careers in education, ecotourism, land management, or conservation. 



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE Drama, Visual Arts, Media, Music

University/TAFE
Graphic Design, Architecture, Fashion Design, Interior Design, Product Design,
Game Design, make up artist, Sound engineer event management, prosthetics, sfx
courses, film school, screen and media

Possible Careers
Sound organiser, Festival organiser, composer, script writer, lawyer, graphic
designer, make up artist, costume designer, set construction, game developer,
special fx artist, working on radio / television.

IMPACT
Year 10

Portfolio documentation

Creating Performances

Event planning

Self-driven learning

Arts Camp in Melbourne CBD

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

IMPACT strives to provide our students with opportunities to explore a rich arts education with creative classes in

music, drama, dance, media, and visual Arts, taught by experts in an Arts field. The particulars of the program, and

career pathways we investigate, will be driven by student voice and will change according to the students

participating.Through Year 10 IMPACT, we will strive to further inspire students to hold the arts in the highest regard,

and to be actively involved in their education through creative inquiry and embracing ideas together and exploring

pathways that will lead into VCE arts subjects.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
IMPACT is a great subject for students who have a passion for the ARTS

and wish to explore where their passions can lead them. Students have

the opportunity to work alongside industry professionals to create pieces

of visual, performing and media works. Students have the opportunity to

see live shows, focusing on areas where their interests lie. A major part of

Year 10 is our ARTS Camp, where students experience what the arts

capital has to offer in Music, Drama, Media and Visual Arts.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE Unit 1-4 Outdoor and Environmental Studies

VCE VM Cert III Sport and Recreation.

University/TAFE
Cert III or IV in Outdoor Recreation. Bachelors in Outdoor and Environmental
Education. Bachelors In Environmental Management.

Possible Careers
Education, Park Ranger, Victorian Fisheries Authority, Outdoor/Eco tourism ,
Recreational activity centre 

Visual Art
Year 10

Creative Art Folio

Visual Diart

Artist Research

Final Artwork Development

Exploration of new art materials

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

If you love being creative, experimenting with different art materials, and expressing your ideas visually, this subject

is for you! In Year 10 Visual Art, you’ll explore a wide range of hands-on art techniques like drawing, painting,

sculpture, printmaking, oil pastels, and watercolour. You’ll get to develop your own ideas, take inspiration from

famous artists and movements, and build a personal art folio you can be proud of. You’ll also learn how to look at and

talk about art using the structural and personal lenses, these help you understand how an artwork is made and what

it means to you. Your visual diary will be your creative space to plan, sketch, experiment and reflect on your work.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Visual Art gives you the chance to express yourself, experiment with

materials, and grow as a creative thinker. You’ll build confidence in your

ideas, learn how to plan and develop artwork, and gain practical skills

that you can use in future art, design or media subjects. Whether

you're thinking of a creative career or just love making art, this subject

helps you develop a unique voice as an artist.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE Visual Communication Design

University/TAFE
Graphic Design, Design fundamentals, Architecture, Fashion Design, Interior
Design, Product Design, Brading and Visual merchandising, Game Design.

Possible Careers
Illustrator, Graphic Designer, Draftsperson, Interior Designer, Architect, Product
Designer, Fashion Designer, Game Design, Visual Merchanising, Project Manager.

Visual Communication
Design
Year 10

Folio Based Assessments

Object design + design process

Messages and interactive design

Environmental design

Learning Activities

17

What’s it all about? 

Students work with a variety of design methods and are involved in both the design and construction of various

outcomes such as, perspective and architectural drawing, package design, observational drawing, sign cutting and

digital illustration. Students work with the design process to plan and produce various outcomes such as, logo

design, brands and layouts for a variety of Visual Communication needs. They interpret and respond to the design

process using analysis techniques to research designers from different design fields and explore their influences and

record their development in a visual diary. Each student creates a folio of Visual Communications presenting

authentic design solutions using Visual Communications Design language and evaluation techniques.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Visual Communication Design is a great subject for students who enjoy

having complete control over what they want to do in terms of ideas

and use of methods, materials and media. Students get the opportunity

to express themselves and work to a design structure that will lead you

directly into study in VCE Visual Communication Design.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE VCE Media, Art Creative Practice.

University/TAFE Film and Media Studies, Visual Arts.

Possible Careers
Doing Media Photography in Year 10 can lead to pathways such as
VET Digital Content Creation, Visual Artist, Photographer, Film producer, Media
industry production

Media Photography
Year 10

Photography Folio

Photography

Photographer Reserch

Photo Analysis

Filming Production

Learning Activities

18

What’s it all about? 

Students explore traditional photography including 35mm SLR camera functions, film developing and safe darkroom

processing to create their best black and white prints. Students develop knowledge of composition and effective

use of the design elements. We use digital SLR cameras, digital processing with Photoshop Creative Cloud and

other media related software and we explore ideas about images and representation in the media. Students will

analyse photographic genres like portraiture and landscape using media language and research skills. Students will

engage in a variety of practical filming tasks and will examine how the media and media technologies influence

society and their lives, exploring the ever-changing media landscape. Students will become storytellers who create

media with meaning.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Media Photography is a great subject for students who want to explore

film photography and learn how to print onto photographic paper in a

darkroom. This subject suits both practical and theoretical learners.

Students get the opportunity to work independently and in teams to

plan, produce and edit short film produstions and learn to work safely in

the darkroom. Students go out on excursions to locations around

Geelong and practice their photography skills and knowledge.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE Drama, VET Music

University/TAFE
Music Performance, Sound Production, Digital Content Creation, Musical Theatre,
Songwriting and Music production, Music and Audio Visual production.

Possible Careers

Sound Engineer, Writer, Producer, Music Director, Music Composer, Music
Arranger, Music Supervisor, Vocal Coach, Singer, Songwriter, Lyricist, Beat Maker,
Music Producer, Mixing Engineer, Mastering Engineer, Sync Sound Engineer,
Dubbing Engineer, Surround Sound Mix Engineer.

Music
Year 10

Music rehearsal

Music log book

Research project

Practical investigations

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

Students select a program of group works. Students may balance the program to suit their interests; for example,

there may be a group emphasis or a solo emphasis or the program might be equally weighted. Students are free to

select these works from a range of sources. The program should allow the student to demonstrate a range of

technical, stylistic and interpretative demands and should be appropriate to their developing level of technical

expertise. Students are encouraged to explore a repertoire that extends the boundaries of their current interests and

knowledge.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Music is a great subject for students who have a passion for the

performing Arts and wish to explore their passions. Students have the

opportunity to learn alongside their peers and perform at school and

events. Students have the opportunity to practice an instrument of

interest and focus on development of skills and teamwork. A major part

of Year 10 music is performing as part of a college band and being able to

present the amazing talents of the entire group to the NBC community

and beyond.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE VCE Drama

VCE VM/VET VCE Drama

University/TAFE
CentreStage - Theatre, Education. Bachelor of Creative Arts (Drama) Deakin
Waterfront.

Possible Careers
Actor, Designer, Director, Producer, Stage Manager, Technician, Writer.
Scriptwriting, Communication and Media, Set Design.

Drama
Year 10

Drama journal

Creative process and product work

Process and performance analysis

Practical Assessment Tasks

Theory tasks

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

In Year 10 Drama, students explore creating their own devised pieces and examining scripted works to understand

how to effectively stage performance material. This involves learning how to convey roles and characters within a

range of dramatic forms and performance styles. Students will develop their expressive skills and learn how to use

design elements to make deliberate artistic choices. They will engage in regular reflection to understand how they

can use the elements of drama to convey meaning, establish appropriate contexts, subtext and narrative structures,

and create aesthetically interesting performance material. They will perform and present their dramas in formal and

informal settings and document their processes in a Drama Journal.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Drama equips students with a broad range of skills applicable to various

fields. Students develop creativity, communication, and collaboration

skills, as well as confidence and critical thinking abilities. These skills are

valuable for future studies, careers, and everyday life. Year 10 Drama

provides a foundation for further study and careers in the performing

Arts. The communication and presentation skills developed through

drama are valuable in various communication and media-related fields.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE Food Studies Unit 1, 2, 3 & 4

VCE VM/VET VET Hospitality Cert II & III

University/TAFE
Nutrition science, Health science, education, food and nutrition, commercial
cookery, hospitality, allied health.

Possible Careers
Nutritionist, dietitian, health promotion officer, community health worker,
wellness coach, chef, hospitality.

Foods of the World
Year 10

Practical Demonstrations

Sensory analysis

Creating design briefs

Responding to design briefs

Practical assessments

Theoretical assessments

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

In this elective students will produce a variety of high quality food products and meals based on foods from cultures

around the world. By looking at foods from different cultures students will develop an understanding of the

properties of food, decisions made around food and food production and how culture influences the food we eat.

Through this the students will be able to identify correct safety and hygiene practices in food preparation. The

emphasis will be on developing a very high standard of organisational skills, food handling and presentation. 

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Foods of the World is a great subject for students who enjoy a mix of

both theory and practical tasks. Students get the opportunity to cook in

the kitchen, work with others in the class, work independently and have

some fun while learning. Students will gain insight and knowledge that

will help them in every day life but also lead into VCE Food Studies.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE Food Studies Unit 1, 2, 3 & 4

VCE VM/VET VET Hospitality Cert II & III

University/TAFE
Nutrition science, Health science, education, food and nutrition, commercial
cookery, hospitality, allied health.

Possible Careers
Nutritionist, dietitian, health promotion officer, community health worker,
wellness coach, chef, hospitality.

Food Trends
Year 10

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

In this elective students investigate current trends in Food. Through production and theory work students will

develop an understanding of concepts around current food trends in Australia. Students will study from various

topics including but not limited to; veganism, vegetarianism, sustainability & food systems, fusion foods, media &

food delivery services. Year 10 Food Trends unit enables students to develop food citizenship by reflecting on the

rights and responsibilities associated with making considered and informed food choices. 

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Food Trends is a great subject for students who enjoy a mix of both

theory and practical tasks. Students get the opportunity to cook in the

kitchen, work with others in the class, work independently and have

some fun while learning. Students will gain insight and knowledge that

will help them in every day life but also lead into VCE Food Studies.

Practical Demonstrations

Sensory analysis

Creating design briefs

Responding to design briefs

Practical assessments

Theoretical assessments



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE VCE Product Design and Technology VET Building and Construction

VCE VM/VET VET Building and Construction

University/TAFE
Cert III Building and Construction, Joinery and other trades at TAFE, Architecture
and Design courses at University.

Possible Careers
Building and Construction apprenticeships in trades such as Carpenter, Cabinet
making and joinery, glazier, electrician, plumbing, roof tiling, painting and
decorating, architecture and furniture making, building surveying

Woodwork
Year 10

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

Year 10 Woodwork is a hands-on, design-focused subject where students explore the process of designing and

constructing timber-based projects. Building on previous experience, students develop advanced skills in using

tools, machinery, and woodworking techniques to create functional and aesthetically pleasing items. The course

emphasises the full design process—from planning and sketching ideas to cutting, assembling, and finishing.

Students also learn about timber properties, sustainability, and safe workshop practices. As one of our elective

subjects in Year 9&10 that is aligned to Manufacturing pathways, your successful participation can contribute to you

being awarded a Certificate I in Manufacturing (Pathways)

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Year 10 Woodwork support students’ ability to design thoughtful, well-

constructed projects and build lifelong confidence in using tools and

making quality timber products. It provides a solid base for further studies

in VCE Product Design and Technology, VET Building and Construction,

or woodworking trades. Students get the opportunity to work

independently and in teams and learn to safely operate in a professional

Woodwork and Construction workshop environment. 

Use design skills to measure and

make objects from timber.

Use simple and complex

equiopment to lay out, cut and

assemble matterials for production.

Perform tasks to support

production.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE VCE Systems Engineering

VCE VM/VET VET Automotive

University/TAFE Cert 3 & 4 Automotive, at University Mechanical Engineering.

Possible Careers

Mechanic Cars, Marine, Motor cycles, Vehicles, Heavy transport, Mining,
Agriculture, Parts retailing, Automotive Electrics , Panel Beating, Tyre Fitting, Car
Detailing and finishing, Automotive sales and servicing, Parts Technician,
Workshop Supervisor.

Automotive
Year 10

Learning Activities

24

What’s it all about? 

Students will develop an understanding of the charging system of a modern car and how to safely carry out a basic

engine service. Students will develop further understanding of how a mechanical engine operates following on from

year 9 Automotive. Students will disassemble a small engine and reassemble a small engine and then test and

evaluate that engine by using it. Students will be assessed on attitude, participation, research skills and their

demonstration of safe and effective work practices in a team environment. As one of our elective subjects in Year

9&10 that is aligned to Manufacturing pathways, your successful participation can contribute to you being awarded

a Certificate I in Manufacturing (Pathways).

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Automotive is a great subject for students who want to know more about

all things automotive. This subject suits both practical and theoretical

learners. Students get the opportunity to work independently and in

teams and learn to safely operate in a professional automotive workshop

environment.

Practical tasks

Implementing hierarchy of control

Conduct engine service

Disassemble and reassemble a

small engine.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE VCE Product Design & Technology

VCE VM/VET VET Fashion Design Certificate II & III

University/TAFE Fashion Design, Product Design, Interior Design, Branding and Visual
Merchandising

Possible Careers
Fashion Designer, Textile Designer, Fashion Photographer, Patternmaker,
Merchandise Planner / Stock Administrator, Trend Forecaster

Fashion Design
Year 10

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

Fashion Design isn't just about clothing; it's about expressing yourself, understanding cultural influences, and

developing practical skills that can lead to exciting career opportunities in the fashion industry.

In this elective subject, students develop their knowledge and skills in Textiles, applying it to create wearable and

functional pieces of clothing. Students will unpack what makes great design by exploring influential trends, artists,

and designers. Your journey will be documented in a creative folio that shows every twist, turn, and breakthrough—

from your first sketches all the way to your finished piece.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
This course is designed to be inclusive and encourages all students to

participate, regardless of gender, experience or ability. You'll gain hands-

on experience in fashion illustration, pattern making, and garment

construction, all while expressing your individual style. No prior

experience is necessary—just bring your enthusiasm and imagination!

Hand and machine sewing skills

Using and altering a commercial

pattern

Create a fashion portfolio

Practical assessment tasks

Theoretical assessment tasks



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

VCE VCE Design Technologies

VCE VM/VET VET Engineering Studies

University/TAFE Cert II and III at TAFE or University Engineering diverse pathways

Possible Careers Engingeering, metal trades, jewellery making, art and design

Metals and Plastics
Year 10

Learning Activities
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What’s it all about? 

Year 10 Metals and Plastics builds on what was introduced in Year 9 by extending students’ skills, knowledge, and

confidence in working with metal and plastic materials. Students take on more complex projects, use advanced tools

and machinery, and are encouraged to work more independently through the full design process. There is a greater

focus on precision, safety, and high-quality finishes. Students also deepen their understanding of material

properties, sustainability, and industry practices. This subject prepares students for future study in VCE, VET, or

apprenticeships, and helps them explore potential careers in engineering, design, and the trades through real-world,

hands-on learning experiences.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
In Year 10 Metals and Plastics, students develop important theoretical

skills that support their practical work and prepare them for more

advanced studies or vocational pathways. These skills are essential for

producing high-quality projects and provide a strong foundation for

future study or work in design, engineering, or the trades.

Use design skills to measure and

make objects from metal, plastic or

both.

Simple and complex equipment to

lay out, cut and assemble materials

for production

Perform tasks to support production



Your Senior Pathway
at a Glance
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What else can be included in your Pathway?

Before choosing your pathway...

• VET (Vocational Education & Training)

 • SBATs (School-Based Apprenticeships & Traineeships)

 • Structured Workplace Learning (SWL)

Your Senior Pathway options

Talk to your teachers, careers team, and family

Reflect on your interests and strengths

Check your Year 9 Morrisby results

Look at your Career Action Plan

Find out what subjects are required for courses you're interested in



Planning Your Pathway
Senior school pathways are a collection of studies planned to deliver
the requirements for a senior school certificate, either: 

Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE), or 
Victorian Certificate of Education - Vocational Major (VCE VM) 
Select students can also enroll in the Victorian Pathways Certificate
which is based on individual student circumstances. 

There are also Vocational Education and Training (VET) studies, including Australian School Based

Apprenticeships (SBATs). VET can be included in both VCE and VCE Vocational Major programs. Whichever

Senior School Pathway you choose, you will need to spend time investigating what each of these pathways

has to offer before deciding to take it. 

When planning your course you should: 

consider the subject areas that you enjoy; 

consider the subject areas that you are good at; 

seek advice and talk to a variety of people about your interests and further studies; 

read the VCE/VCE VOCATIONAL MAJOR/VET descriptions in this handbook; 

Find out what studies are recommended or prerequisites for the tertiary courses you may wish to undertake

Discuss with your family.

Consult with the careers team at school.

Look at your Career Action Plan.

Reflect on your Morrisby results from Year 9.

The table below is a summary of the various possible prohrams that run withhin Years 11 and 12:
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OPTIONS  VCE PROGRAM  VCE - VOCATIONAL MAJOR
PROGRAM 

TEACHING &
LEARNING STYLE 

Predominantly theoretical with
some practical work in some

Applied and active learning with a
focus on experiential’ learning

QUALIFICATION  Both programs certify the completion of post compulsory secondary
schooling in Victoria

SUBJECTS & AREAS
OF STUDY 

Combination of VCE Studies and
VET courses

Combination of VCE Vocational Major
Units, VCE Units, VET courses and



Student Pathways 

This pathway can lead to:

University

TAFE

Employment

Apprenticeship or Traineeship

*This pathway provides students with an ATAR which can be used to apply for many tertiary education institutions.

VCE

01.

This pathway can lead to:

TAFE

Apprenticeship or Traineeship

Employment 

University (non ATAR pathway)

VCE-VM

02
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This pathway can lead to:

TAFE

Apprenticeship

Employment

VPC

03



Who needs a VET? 
VCE - VM students must undertake VET as part of that program. A student’s VET program in most cases

constitutes another subject undertaken off campus. 

VCE students have the choice to enrol in a VET certificate as one of their chosen subjects.

What should I know about VET before applying?
Students signing up for external VET courses are required to use the bus and follow the expectations of the

Geelong VET Network agreement, including guardian permission which is a part of their VET application.

Throughout the Geelong Network, most VET 1st Year Courses run on Wednesday afternoons, with 2nd Year

VET courses running on Monday afternoons which aligns with the NBC VET block.

USI: Unique Student Identifier 
As of January 1st 2015, all students doing a nationally recognised training program need to have a Unique

Student Identifier (USI). This includes students doing Vocational Education Training (VET) at school. If

students don’t have a USI they will not receive their qualification or statement of attainment. 

In order to apply, students must go to the below website, or scan the QR Code.

https://www.usi.gov.au/your-usi/create-usi 

Assessment in VET 
Attendance at each VET lesson is extremely important as a number of assessments are completed practically. 

VET studies are assessed by the subject teacher against a nationally accredited set of competencies. If a

student is competent, they receive a satisfactory grade. If a student is competent, they receive a satisfactory

grade. If a student cannot demonstrate their competence in an area, they can be reassessed at a later time

after further practice. Where possible, assessment should be a practical task or based on a practical task.

Some units require mandatory placements which depending on VCE OR VCE-VM enrollment may include

completion over school holidays. 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
AND TRAINING (VET) 

VET is a study option combining VCE or VCE - VM with vocational
training and work placement in industry. VET is recognised as a
pathway to a number of careers. A student’s VET program may form
part of a pathway towards employment or tertiary studies after
secondary school. 

Many employers are recruiting students who have completed VET programs.
Successfully completing a VET Certificate provides you with a nationally
recognised certificate that can lead directly into employment and higher
certificate level TAFE courses. VET courses can even provide you with credit for
some tertiary institutions.
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What VET courses are available?
Please note all VET Course offerings are based on student numbers so not always guaranteed to go ahead

the following year. 

The following VET subjects may be offered at Northern Bay College: 

The following VET subjects may be offered at GITTC  

The following VET subjects may be offered at partner schools in the Geelong Cluster

The following VET subjects may be offered at The Gordon.  Check

the link below, or scan the QR Code

https://www.thegordon.edu.au/vetdss

How do I apply for a VET?
Parents and students should consider the expectations of VET as part of their course counseling process in

consultation with their Year 10 Leader, VCE-VM leader and the Career Managers. 

Students and families must complete an application and return it to the careers office by Friday

July 25th. 

If you wish to complete a VET course at The Gordon you will also have to complete the online VET

applications. They open on 6th August for students completing Year 11 and 12 in 2025 and 20th August for

Year completing Year 10 in 2025. 

Enquiries relating to VET should be directed to the Careers team - Mel Whyte & Joanne Parcell.

Cert III Sport, Aquatics & Recreation Certificate II in Workplace Skills 

Automotive Vocational Preparation
Certificate ll (Year 1 and 2)

Engineering Studies Certificate ll
(Automotive Program)

Building & Construction (Carpentry)
Certificate ll (Year 1 and 2)

Certificate ll Engineering Studies

Cookery Certificate II (Year 1 and 2)

Certificate III Music Industry (Sound
Production)

Certificate III Beauty Services (Year 1)

Certificate III in Music (Performance) (Year 1) Certificate II in Hordiculture

Certificate II in Agriculture Certificate II in Animal Studies
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To be eligible to receive the VCE VM Certificate students must satisfactorily complete a minimum of 16 units

(across year 11 and 12) including a minimum of:

3 VM Literacy or VCE English units (including a unit 3-4 sequence)

2 VM Numeracy or VCE Mathematics units (most students will complete 4 units)

2 VM Work Related Skills units (most students will complete 4 units)

2 VM Personal development units (most student will complete 4 units)

2 VET Credits at Certificate II or above (180 nominal hours)

Students must complete a minimum of four unit 3-4 sequences, one being Literacy or English.  Students will

be required to apply for the VM program and must participate in an interview as part of their VCE VM

application. 

When you finish your VM studies you will receive: 

A statement of results

A statement of attainment for any VET units completed

A VET qualification – if completed

Your Victorian Certificate of Education with a Vocational Major

This pathway can lead to:

TAFE

Apprenticeship and Traineeship

Employment 

University (non-ATAR pathways)

VCE Vocational Major (VM) 
The VCE Vocational Major (VM) is a vocational applied learning
program within the VCE designed to be completed over two years. The
VM will give students greater choice and flexibility to pursue their
strengths and interests and develop skills and capabilities needed to
succeed in further education, work and life.

32

Students who wish to enrol in the VM program must apply via google form before Thursday 4th July 2025
 



To be eligible to receive the VPC students must satisfactorily complete a minimum of 12 units including a

minimum of:

2 VPC Literacy 

2 VPC Numeracy or VCE Mathematics units  

2 VPC Work Related Skills units  

2 VPC Personal development units  

The remaining four units can come from other VPC units or from a VET Certificate I or above.

Please note the VPC is not an option for all students and will be recommended by the college to meet the

needs of a specific student. Enrolment in the VPC is decided in partnership with the student, students family

and the college based on student data. 

When you finish your VPC studies, you will receive: 

A Victorian Pathways Certificate

Statement of results listing all the units you were enrolled in and completed

This pathway can lead to:

TAFE

Apprenticeship and Traineeship

Employment

Victorian Pathways
Certificate
The Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC) is an inclusive, flexible option
for students who for various reasons are not ready or able to complete
the VCE or VCE VM. The VPC is usually completed in Year 11 and 12 over
a two-year period however some students can complete this certificate
within a year. The course work in the VPC is delivered at an accessible
level and teachers assess progress through classroom activities and
participation.
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VM Literacy
Units 1-4

Participation in group discussions and

teacher student conferences.

Research tasks.

Folios & reflections .

Annotated summaries and photographs.

Videos, podcasts and oral

presentations.

Written reports.

Project Plan.

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

VCE Vocational Major Literacy focuses on the development of the knowledge and skills required to be literate in

Australia today. The key knowledge and key skills encompass a student’s ability to interpret and create texts that

have purpose, and are accurate and effective, with confidence and fluency. Listening, viewing, reading, speaking

and writing are developed systematically and concurrently, so that students’ capacity to respond to different texts

informs the creation of their own written and oral texts.

Subject Overview

UNIT 1:  UNIT 2: 

Literacy for personal use
Understanding & creating digital texts

Understanding issues and voices 
Responding to opinions

UNIT 3:  UNIT 4:

Accessing and understanding informational,
organisational and procedural texts.
Creating and responding to organisational,
informational or procedural texts

Understanding and engaging with literacy
for advocacy
Speaking to advise or to advocate

Skills you will develop

Ability to locate, read and understand the purpose,

audience and context presented in a variety of real life

texts.

Create organisational, informational and procedural texts.

Apply learnt social awareness and interpersonal skills

when working independently and/or collaboratively in a

real-life scenarios.

Investigate and analyse issues significant to the

community.

Plan and implement a community project.



VM Numeracy
Units 1-4

Investigations.

Projects.

Presentation.

Portfolio.

Work Requirements

35

What’s it all about? 

VCE Vocational Major Numeracy focuses on enabling students to develop and enhance their numeracy skills to

make sense of their personal, public and vocational lives. Students develop mathematical skills with consideration of

their local, national and global environments and contexts, and an awareness and use of appropriate technologies.

Subject Overview

Skills you will develop

Mathematical requirements for personal organisation

involving numbers, data, money, time and travel.

Understanding government, political and social data,

information and processes.

Understanding financial transactions and making

informed judgements and decisions regarding the use

and management of money.

Accessing, understanding and using mathematical

information to make decisions and act in the interests of

health, healthcare and well-being.

Using numeracy to undertake required tasks and activities

in a workplace context.

Understand, use and interpret recreational numeracy

such as sports, arts, social media, gaming.



VM Work Related Skills
Units 1-4

Portfolio presentation to panel audience.

Role play.

Presentations.

Case study.

Research task.

Written Report.

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

In this subject, students will learn how to maintain positive working relationships with colleagues and employers,

understanding the characteristics of a positive workplace culture and its relationship to business success. They will

investigate key areas relating to workplace relations including methods for determining pay and conditions,

workplace bullying, workplace discrimination, workplace harassment and dispute resolution. Students will discover

how teamwork and communication skills contribute to healthy, collegiate and productive workplaces. Students will

also develop and apply their knowledge and skills relating to portfolios, including the features and characteristics of

a high-quality physical and/or digital portfolio.

Subject Overview

Skills you will develop

Mathematical requirements for personal organisation

involving numbers, data, money, time and travel.

Understanding government, political and social data,

information and processes.

Understanding financial transactions and making informed

judgements and decisions regarding the use and

management of money.

Accessing, understanding and using mathematical

information to make decisions and act in the interests of

health, healthcare and well-being.

Using numeracy to undertake required tasks and activities in

a workplace context.

Understand, use and interpret recreational numeracy such as

sports, arts, social media, gaming.



VM Personal
Development Skills
Units 1-4

Project planning and consideration.

Participation in a health and wellbeing

program.

Facilitation of a community based

activity.

Evaluating a range of individual and

community based programs.

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

This study provides opportunities for students to explore influences on identity, set and achieve personal goals,

interact positively with diverse communities, and identify and respond to challenges. Students will develop skills in

self-knowledge and care, accessing reliable information, teamwork, and identifying their goals and future pathways.

PDS explores concepts of effective leadership, self-management, project planning and teamwork to support

students to engage in their work, community and personal environments. Through self-reflection, independent

research, critical and creative thinking and collaborative action, students will extend their capacity to understand

and connect with the world they live in, and build their potential to be resilient, capable citisens.

Subject Overview

Skills you will develop

Self reflection

Critical thinking

Social awareness 

Empathy 

Collaborative action



Structured Workplace
Learning (SWL)
Units 1-4

Structured Workplace Learning Journal.

Worksite visits.

Employer Feedback.

Mid and end of placement presentation.

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

SWL involves on the job experience that enables students to relate theory to a real world work environment while

developing their skills. Students will keep a workplace learning record and reflect on the skills developed throughout

their placement. SWL is all about taking on opportunities and often using experiences as ‘stepping stones’ to their

dream careers.

Skills you will develop

Employability skills such as team work, leadership

and problem solving.

Refine or improve communication and time

management skills.

Understanding professional behaviour such as

dress codes, language, respect and policies 

Ability to take initiative by offering to help, finding

tasks, suggesting ideas or asking questions  

Job specific skills and competencies.

Preparing for SWL

Create or update your resume

Draft up a general cover letter

Ensure you have forms of identification handy

Know your USI number

Your teachers and careers team will be able to support you with any of the above preparations.



School Based
Apprenticeships &
Traineeships (SBATs)
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Students have the opportunity to apply for a school based apprenticeship or traineeship once they have shown a

high work ethic at school and a determination to start their transition into full time employment.

SBATs help students develop skills, capabilities and confidence that employers in growth industries need. SBAT

students receive paid on-the-job training that contributes to their VCE, VCE Vocational Major or VPC and leads to a

qualification.

A student cannot enter straight into an SBAT, they need to complete work experience or structured workplace

learning and trial their competency at the job itself as well as their VET studies before considering applying. 

At Northern Bay College students have the opportunity to work 2 days a week on a Monday and Friday with their

employer, while completing online, onsite or training with a registered RTO. The remaining 3 days a week students

are at school completing their units towards a VCE-VM or VPC certificate. 

Northern Bay works with Head Start to oversee the running of SBATs. Head Start is a government organisation that

sits under the Department of Education. The role of the Head Start coordinator is to ensure a smooth induction and

running of a student’s SBAT. They will keep student, guardian and employer informed of relevant paperwork,

insurance, training contract, pay and overall check ins with all parties while also communicating with school. The 24

hour support and extra attention to detail that the Head Start program offers, gives students the greatest outcomes

in these experiences. In addition students will remain in contact with Head Start up to 12 months post school for

ease of transition into full time employment.



VCE
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What is VCE?
The VCE, or Victorian Certificate of Education, is a senior secondary qualification in Victoria, that prepares students

for university, further education, or the workforce. It's a comprehensive program offering a broad range of subjects,

including humanities, sciences, mathematics, technologies, arts, and languages, as well as Vocational Education and

Training (VET) programs.

Student program selection and satisfactory completion of the VCE minimum requirements.
The minimum requirement for a student’s program for the award of the VCE is satisfactory completion of 16 units

which include:

Three units of the common study of English/English EAL (Units 1, 2, 3 or 4)   

One sequence of the common study of English/ EAL at units 3&4

Three sequences of Units 3 and 4 studies other than English, which can be VCE VET sequences

Satisfactory Completion of Units
This section deals with the Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority (VCAA) policy and procedures relating to

achievement of learning outcomes, for the purposes of determining satisfactory completion of a unit. For

satisfactory completion of a unit, a student must demonstrate achievement of each of the outcomes for that unit as

specified in the Study Design. This decision will be based on the teacher’s judgment of the student’s performance

across the class work (formative assessment) and not solely based upon SAC. Students are required to demonstrate

key skills and knowledge through the completion of formative assessment to achieve an S or N prior to the SAC.

Study Score
During Years 11 and 12, students complete School Assessed Coursework (SACs) and a final exam at the end of the

year to assess knowledge in each VCE subject. SAC and exam marks are combined to calculate the raw study score

for that subject.

The raw study score, which ranges from 0 to 50, reflects performance compared to all other students who took the

same subject that year. It’s not a mark out of 50. A score of 30 is the median, meaning a student performed better

than half of the students. A score of 40 means the student outperformed about 91% of students in that subject.

 

ATAR
The ATAR is a ranking system that compares Year 12 results to other students across Australia (except Queensland).

It’s not a score out of 100 but a rank that helps universities compare overall student performance. Some university

courses have a minimum ATAR requirement for entry. In Victoria, the ATAR is calculated by the Victorian Tertiary

Admissions Centre (VTAC) using your VCE results from the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA).

To receive an ATAR, you must complete at least four VCE subjects in a recognised combination. Once you finish

VCE, VTAC provides your ATAR. If you apply for university courses.



Assessments

School-assessed tasks are designed to assess

specific sets of skills. Assessment of student’s levels

of achievement on school-assessed tasks will be on

the basis of teacher ratings on criteria specified by the

VCAA. Schools will provide to the VCAA a score

obtained by summing the criteria ratings. To ensure

state-wide comparability, school’s assessments will

be monitored using the GAT and where necessary

reviewed by the VCAA.

School Assessed Tasks (SAT)

02

Northern Bay P-12 College will provide feedback to

students and parents with progress reports and

statements at various times during the year on each

unit of work. Reports will outline the progress of

students in units and provide information on results

(graded for units 1, 2 and 3).

Reporting

04

Coursework assesses each student’s overall level of

achievement on the tasks designated in the study

design. The study design specifies a range of tasks to

assess achievement of each of the unit’s outcomes.

Assessment tasks designated for Coursework must

be part of the regular teaching and learning program

and must be completed mainly in class time. Results

of coursework count towards a student’s Study Score

in each VCE study and in units 3&4 subjects goes

towards the students Australian Tertiary Admission

Rank (ATAR). It is compulsory that students attend all

classes where School Assessed Coursework is being

assessed.

School Assessed Coursework
(SAC)

01

Year 11 – as developed by learning areas to VCAA

standard. Year 11 exams occur at the end of each

semester. They are recorded on reports on Xuno with

written comments and a number grade performance.

In units 3&4 subjects all studies will have

examinations as part of their assessment. The two

examination periods will be in October- November.

Examination

03
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Work Requirements
The classroom teacher will set deadlines for submission of summative work as a learning task on Xuno. If a

student feels they cannot complete the required work by the set date, they must apply for an extension before

the due date. If a student does not submit the work by the due date and has failed to apply for an extension, an ‘At

Risk’ is recorded and the student is provided with a further week to complete the work. If the work is completed

the ‘At Risk’ chronicle is resolved by the teacher. If the work remains incomplete the teacher calls home to

organise a Family Support Conference and which includes the VCE Community Leader.
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POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 Visual Art

VCE Units 1-4 Art Creative Practice

Further
Study/Careers

Concept Artist, Illustrator, Photographer, Animator, Graphic Designer, Fine Artist

Art Creative Practice
Units 1-4

Art Folio, Presentation of Research

Resolution and Presentation of Work

Finished Artworks

Art Analysis

Written test

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

Art Creative Practice is a subject focused on the practical making of art and understanding how artists create. In

ACP you will independently create a body of work (folio) that explores ideas of your choosing. You will get to

experiment with a variety of materials of your choice. The goal of your exploration is to create finished works of Art

by the end of the unit.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Art Creative Practice is a subject great for students who can be

independent and manage their time. Art is all about failing and

making mistakes to improve, what you will be asked to do is

document everything you make as evidence of your learning. You

will be asked to research and study artists to understand how

they create art and then apply their techniques to your practice.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 Year 10 Science (Biology)

VCE Units 1-4 Biology

Further
Study/Careers

Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Biomedical Science, Bachelor of Environmental
Science, Nursing, Pharmacy

Biology
Units 1-4

Lab experiments

Dissections

Case Studies

Research projects

Data analysis

Independent investigations

Work Requirements

44

What’s it all about? 

VCE Biology explores the science of life and living organisms. It examines the structure, function, and interactions of

living things and how these processes contribute to the survival and reproduction of species. Students will learn

how biological systems function at both the molecular and organismal levels, and how the interactions between

organisms and their environment affect their survival. The study of biology in VCE emphasizes the impact of science

on society, including ethical considerations, and its role in advancing our understanding of life processes.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Studying Biology provides a foundation for careers in health

sciences, environmental science, research, and education. It

helps develop critical thinking skills and an understanding of the

scientific method. There are no prerequisites for entry into Biology

for units 1, 2 and 3.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 Humanities (Business & Economics)

VCE Business Management, Legal Studies

Further
Study/Careers

Bachelor of Business, Bachelor of Commerce, and Bachelor of Business
Administration, Graduate Certificate of Business Management

Business Management
Units 1-4

Case study research

Website development

Group and individual research

tasks

Planning and developing

       a business.

Interviewing business owners.

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

VCE Business Management examines the ways businesses manage resources to achieve objectives. The VCE

Business Management study design follows the process from the first idea for a business concept, to planning and

establishing a business, through to the day-to-day management of a business. It also considers changes that need

to be made to ensure continued success of a business. 

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Studying Business Management opens doors

to a wide array of career paths across various

sectors, including roles such as small business

owner, human resources manager, product

developer, operations manager, and project

manager. Notably, there are no prerequisites

required for entry into Units 1, 2 & 3.

Business scenario

formation

Lotus diagrams

Town planning tasks

Business reports

Oral presentations.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 Year 10 Science (Chemistry)

VCE Units 1-4 Chemistry

Further
Study/Careers

Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Chemical Engineering, Medicine, Pharmacy,
Environmental Science

Chemistry
Units 1-4

Lab experiments

Complete chemical analysis

Data collection

Stoichiometry calculations

Research projects

Case studies on real-world chemical applications.

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

VCE Chemistry delves into the study of matter, its properties, and its interactions with other substances. It examines

atomic structure, chemical reactions, and how elements combine to form new compounds. Chemistry is integral to

everyday life and underpins vital fields such as medicine, engineering, environmental science, and food technology.

Through this course, students will develop critical skills to understand, apply, and communicate scientific principles,

empowering them to address real-world challenges and solve complex problems.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Studying chemistry opens doors to various careers in

science, engineering, medicine and environmental fields.

It builds problem solving and critical thinking skills,

providing a strong foundation for future studies in science

and industry. No prerequisites are required for units 1, 2

and 3.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 Year 10 Impact, Year 10 Drama

VCE Unit 1-4 Drama

Further
Study/Careers

Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Fine Arts, Bachelor of Creative Arts, Bachelor of
Performing Arts, Diploma of Live Production and Technical Services, Bachelor of
Media, Bachelor of Communication, Bachelor of Education & Bachelor of Teaching

Drama
Units 1-4

A range of practical dramatic activities

Drama games and exercises

Devising original performance work.  

Analysing live performance.

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

VCE Drama is all about performance; creating, sharing and viewing performances. You will learn about the

processes involved in devising original solo and ensemble-based performances and have the chance to share these

formally and informally. Furthermore, you will have the opportunity to see a range of professional productions to

support your creative and artistic development

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Studying Drama is not just for those who want to be artists. The skills and

knowledge you learn in Drama will help you in any industry you choose to

work or study because it helps you develop your creativity and

confidence; critical thinking and communication skills; and ability to be

compassionate and collaborate. If you want to challenge yourself to step

outside of your comfort zone, Drama is the place for you.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 10 English, 10EAL

VCE VCE Units 1-4 English or EAL

Further
Study/Careers

TAFE, any university course, apprenticeship

English/EAL
Units 1-4

Read and/or view a text such as a novel, a play or a film, write an analytical response to a text, create own original

writing in response to a stimulus, research, plan rehearse and deliver a formal oral presentation, analyse, annotate

and write in response to an argument text, write own texts, read other students’ texts, highlight and annotate texts,

write a commentary about own writing, work in small groups, use exemplars of writing, templates and planners,

discuss issues and brainstorm ideas in groups, use Edrolo to supplement class learning.

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

Both English and EAL develop speaking, reading and writing skills. Both subjects focus on reading comprehension

and analytical skills. Both subjects allow students to practise and refine their writing skills in response to a novel, a

film or a play. Students have an opportunity to learn and practise their skills of writing a personal, and then, an

analytical essay, and an analytical response to an argument. With the emphasis on analytical skills, students also

have the chance to research a current issue, prepare and deliver a formal oral presentation. 

Subject Overview



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 Foods of the World, Food Trends

VCE Unit 1-4 Food Studies

Further
Study/Careers

It supports pathways into further study or careers in health, hospitality,
education, food science, food production and services and also nutrition.

Food Studies
Units 1-4

Cook a variety of foods

Complete sensory analysis tasks

Comparative food tests

Respond to design briefs

Analyse Diets and Food Products

Case Studies

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

VCE Food Studies is a subject that explores food from many angles, combining theory with hands-on cooking and

testing. It helps students build food knowledge and skills to make informed, healthy choices in a world full of

influences. Students learn about food history, production, sustainability, and the social, cultural, ethical and health-

related aspects of food. Practical tasks like cooking, sensory analysis, and food testing are a key part of the course.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
A student should choose Food Studies in VCE if they’re interested in

food, health, culture, and the environment. It’s a great subject for

developing practical cooking skills while also learning about the science,

history, and social aspects of food. Food Studies helps students make

informed choices about what they eat, understand global and local food

systems, and explore issues like sustainability, nutrition, and food trends.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 SEP or General Maths

VCE Foundation 1, 2 and then 3,4 VCE VM

Further
Study/Careers

Trades, Nursing, Health, Business Administration, Hospitality, Retail

Foundation Maths
Units 1-4

Set questions from textbook

Short quizzes and tests

Investigation projects.

Bound reference book

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

Foundation Maths focuses on building practical skills that are useful in everyday life and simple mathematical

concepts. In short, Foundation Maths is all about practical, everyday maths that you’ll actually use in real life. It’s a

great choice if you’re looking for something manageable, useful, and not too heavy on complex concepts. Plus, it

gives you the confidence and skills to deal with maths in the real world without the pressure of more advanced

subjects. This subject can be really useful for careers in trades, health, or even business administration. 

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Learn useful, real-life maths skills for everyday tasks like budgeting,

cooking, and travel

Build confidence in maths without the pressure of advanced topics

Great for careers that don’t need complex maths (e.g. retail,

hospitality, creative fields)



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 General Mathematics Classes

VCE General Maths Units 1, 2 and 3, 4, VCE VM

Further
Study/Careers

Administration, Business, Education, Health, IT, Logistics, Nursing, Trades, Social
Sciences

General Mathematics
Units 1-4

Set questions from textbook

Short quizzes and tests

Investigation projects.

Bound reference book

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

General Maths in Year 11 & 12 is the “everyday maths” subject that’s practical, logical, and super useful. It’s not

focused on heavy algebra or calculus like Methods is - instead, it teaches you the kinds of maths you’ll actually use in

life, work, and future study (especially for courses like business, health, IT, trades, or social sciences). In short,

General Maths is a smart, flexible option that gives you useful life skills, supports heaps of future careers, and keeps

you confident in maths without overloading you with abstract theory. 

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
It’s Practical and Useful. This subject is full of maths you’ll actually use in

everyday life, such as managing money, reading graphs, understanding

data, and making informed decisions. General Maths teaches the type of

problem-solving and number skills you’ll need. 



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 Health and Physical Education, SEED

VCE Units 1-4 Health and Human Development

Further
Study/Careers

Nursing, Public Health, Nutrition and Dietetics, Social Work, Paramedicine,
Occupational Therapy, Health Promotion, Education, Psychology, Community
Development

Health & Human
Development
Units 1-4

Analyse real-world health data

Explore case studies

Investigate public health campaigns

Evaluate government strategies

Investigate country health data 

Work Requirements

52

What’s it all about? 

This subject explores the factors that influence health and wellbeing from youth to adulthood. It examines individual,

societal, and global determinants of health, Australia’s healthcare system, and the roles of organisations in

promoting wellbeing. Students build skills to analyse and improve health outcomes across populations.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Builds your understanding of how health is shaped by society, policy, and

personal decisions, prepares you for a range of health-related careers,

helps you develop critical thinking, data analysis and communication

skills appeals to students interested in health sciences, wellbeing, and

social justice



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 Humanities: Civics & Citizenship

VCE Units 1-4 Legal Studies

Further
Study/Careers

Bachelor of Laws, Bachelor of Criminology, Bachelor of Arts, Police officer, Judges
Associate, Law Clark, Paralegal, Lawyer

Legal Studies
Units 1-4

Written reports

Case analysis

Structured questions

Researching legal issues

Evaluating laws

Participate in debates

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

Legal studies examines the institutions and principles of the legal system. You will develop an understanding of

criminal and civil law, law-makers including parliament and the courts, the justice system and how rights are

protection in Australia. Using a range of actual and hypothetical scenarios, your will develop their ability to use legal

reasoning to argue a case. 

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Legal Studies is useful for careers in law, criminology, policing, politics,

social justice, business, and public service. It builds a strong foundation

for university pathways in law and humanities.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 Yr 9 & 10 General Mathematics, 10 Advanced Maths Class

VCE
General Maths Units 1-4 as a support
Specialist Maths Units 1-4 as an extension

Further
Study/Careers

Degrees, Master Degrees in Mathematics, Physics, Engineering, Space Science,
Software Development, Computer Programming, Mechatronics, Medical Scientist,
Data Scientist, Commerce, Biomedicine.

Mathematics Methods
Units 1-4

Set questions from textbook

Short quizzes and tests

Investigation projects.

Bound reference book

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

Math Methods isn’t just another maths subject. It’s your gateway to understanding how the world works through

numbers, logic, and patterns. Whether you’re aiming for a career in science, engineering, space, commerce, IT, or

even medicine, this subject gives you a serious edge. 

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Because Math Methods sets you up for success. It keeps doors open—for

university courses, future careers, and opportunities you might not have

even thought of yet. More than that, it builds confidence, analytical

thinking, and the ability to solve complex problems. That’s a skill set in

high demand everywhere. It’s challenging, yes—but in the best way. And

the payoff? Totally worth it!



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 Media

VCE Units 1-4 Media

Further
Study/Careers

Director, Actor, Writer, Camera Operator, Producer, Journalist

Media
Units 1-4

Film Narrative Analysis

Media Folio Production 

Media Artifact Production

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

VCE Media is about exploring how media is created, used, and understood in society. Students learn to analyse and

produce media products such as films, photography, advertisements, social media content, and more. The subject

covers storytelling, audience engagement, media influence, and how media technologies evolve. It combines

creative work (like making short films or digital media projects) with theoretical learning, where students study

media representations, narratives, and the role media plays in shaping culture and opinions.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
VCE Media helps develop practical production skills, critical thinking, and

media literacy—valuable for careers in film, television, journalism,

advertising, marketing, social media, and communications.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 Outdoor Education

VCE Units 1-4 Outdoor & Environmental Studies

Further
Study/Careers

Studying VCE Outdoor & Environmental Studies can lead to a variety of careers
related to the environment, outdoor education, sustainability, and health.

Outdoor &
Environmental Studies
Units 1-4

Written reports

Case studies

Research tasks

Fieldwork Analysis

Data Collection

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies explores the relationship between humans and the natural environment. It

looks at how people experience, understand, and impact the outdoors through recreation, conservation, and

resource use. You will study different environments and how these have been used and managed over time,

including Indigenous perspectives and practices. The course includes both classroom learning and hands-on

outdoor experiences like hiking, camping, or kayaking.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
This subject builds awareness of environmental issues, sustainability, and

personal connections to nature. It's ideal for students interested in the

outdoors, environmental science, health, or careers in education,

ecotourism, land management, or conservation.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 SEED, Year 9 Physical Education, Year 10 Health & PE

VCE Units 1-4 Physical Education

Further
Study/Careers

Studying VCE Physical Education can lead to a wide range of careers in health,
sport, fitness, and education.

Physical Education
Units 1-4

Written reports

Data analysis

Practical activity reflections

Structured questions

Case Studies

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

VCE Physical Education is about understanding how the human body moves and how physical activity affects

health, fitness, and performance. It combines theory and practical learning to explore the science behind movement,

training, and sport. You will study body systems, biomechanics, energy systems, skill development, and strategies for

improving physical performance. The subject also looks at broader topics like the role of physical activity in society,

health promotion, and factors that influence participation in sport and exercise.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
It's ideal for students who enjoy being active, are interested in health and

sport, and want to explore careers in areas like physiotherapy, exercise

science, teaching, coaching, fitness, or health promotion.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 Science (Physics)

VCE Units 1-4 Physics

Further
Study/Careers

Studying physics can lead to a wide range of careers across science, technology,
engineering, and beyond.

Physics
Units 1-4

Complete experiments

Write reports

Analyse data

Design investigations

Structured Questions

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

VCE Physics explores how the physical world works, from the smallest particles to the largest structures in the

universe. Students learn about motion, forces, energy, electricity, light, and matter. The subject focuses on applying

scientific theories, conducting experiments, solving problems, and understanding real-world technologies. It helps

students build analytical and practical skills useful for science, engineering, and technology pathways.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
You should consider choosing VCE Physics if you’re interested in

understanding how the world works — from everyday phenomena like

motion and electricity to cutting-edge topics like quantum physics and

relativity.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 Textiles

VCE Units 1-4 Product Design & Technology

Further
Study/Careers

Studying VCE Product Design & Technology can lead to a variety of creative,
practical, and technical careers.

Product Design &
Technology
Units 1-4

Create design concepts

Develop prototypes

Written reports

Sketching and Modelling

Managing production processes

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

VCE Product Design and Technology is about designing and creating functional, innovative, and sustainable

products using a range of materials such as wood, metal, textiles, or plastics. It combines creative thinking with

practical skills to solve real-world problems through design. Students learn the design process—from identifying a

need, researching, and developing ideas to planning, producing, and evaluating their own products. They also

explore sustainability, ethical production, and technological advancements in design.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
This subject suits students who enjoy hands-on work, problem-solving,

and bringing ideas to life. It’s a great pathway into careers in product

design, industrial design, fashion, engineering, architecture, interior

design, furniture making, or manufacturing.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 Science (Psychology)

VCE Units 1-4 Psychology

Further
Study/Careers

Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Arts (Psychology), Bachelor of
Psychology/Psychological Studies, Counselling, social work, education, human
resources, or further study in psychology to become a registered psychologist. 

Psychology
Units 1-4

Conduct experiments

Analyse data

Write reports

Complete case studies

Structured questions

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

VCE Psychology is the study of the mind, brain, and human behaviour. It explores how people think, feel, and act,

using scientific methods to investigate topics like memory, learning, emotions, mental health, and brain function. You

will learn about biological, psychological, and social factors that influence behaviour. They also study mental

processes, such as perception and cognition, and examine real-life issues like stress, sleep, and psychological

disorders.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
VCE Psychology helps develop skills in critical thinking, research, and

communication, and provides a strong foundation for careers in health,

education, social work, and science. It’s ideal for students interested in

understanding people and helping others.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 Yr 10 Advanced Mathematics Class

VCE Maths Methods Units 1-4 as a support, Systems Engineering, Physics

Further
Study/Careers

Degrees/Master Degrees in Engineering, Physics, Mechatronics, Computer
Science, Advanced Economics, Mathematics, Space Science, Research Scientist

Specialist Maths
Units 1-4

Chapter Questions

Bound reference book

Investigations tasks

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

If you're up for a challenge and have big aspirations in fields like engineering, physics, computer science, economics,

or research, Specialist Maths is where you want to be. It’s the go-to subject for students aiming to become real

problem-solvers in a world full of complex systems and advanced technology. It’s a stepping stone to top-tier uni

courses – If you want to study engineering, architecture, computer science, advanced economics, or even some

branches of medicine, Specialist Maths is pretty much a must. It’s the kind of maths that prepares you for some of

the most exciting, challenging courses out there.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
Specialist Maths is demanding, but if you put in the work, the rewards are huge.

It’s an elite subject that opens doors to some of the most exciting, high-paying,

and innovative careers out there. Plus, the satisfaction of cracking tough

problems and mastering advanced topics is second to none. If you’re ready for

the challenge, Specialist Maths will take you places—just make sure you’re

prepared to invest the time, effort, and determination to make it happen.



POSSIBLE PATHWAY

YEAR COURSES OFFERED

Year 9/10 Visual Art

VCE Units 1-4 Visual Communication Design

Further
Study/Careers

Graphic design, advertising, illustration, architecture, interior design, animation,
marketing, fashion design, visual merchandising, university studies or TAFE
co rses

Visual Communication
Design
Units 1-4

Research design

Develop concepts

Analyse visual communication methods

Annote the design process

Present design ideas

Work Requirements
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What’s it all about? 

Visual Communication Design is distinct in its study of visual language and the role it plays in communicating ideas,

solving problems and influencing behaviours. Students learn how to manipulate type and imagery when designing

for specific contexts, purposes and audiences. Students choose and combine manual and digital methods, media

and materials with design elements and principles. Students work both together and independently to find and

address design problems, making improvements to services, systems, spaces and places experienced by

stakeholders, both in person and online.  Students participate in critiques, both delivering and receiving constructive

feedback.

Subject Overview

Why choose this subject?
This subject is ideal for students interested in good design principles,

graphic design, advertising, building brand identity, architecture, or any

creative industry where visual communication is key.



Planning Your Pathway
Three easy steps to help you feel confident about your Senior Pathway

63

Read the handbook

Think about what interests you

Look at where each pathway can lead

Explore

01.

Speak with your teachers

Meet with the Careers Team

Talk to your family

Ask

02

Pick subjects that match your goals

Make sure they align with future study or job plans

Submit your selections when ready

Choose

03



Your notes
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